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(TWENTY- SECOND) AWARD OF THE DONOHOE 
COMET-MEDAL. 



The Comet-Medal of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific 
has been awarded to Mr. C. D. Perrine, Assistant Astronomer 
in the Lick Observatory, for his discovery of an unexpected 
comet on February 15, 1896. 

The Committee on the Comet-Medal, 

Edward S. Holden, 

J. M. SCHAEBERLE, 

W. W. Campbell. 
April 15, 1896. 



REPORTED VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS. 



From Record in Office of Frederick G. Plummer, C. E., 
Tacoma, Wash. 



Tacoma, Wash., March 13, 1896. 
Prof. E. S. Holden, Director Lick Observatory, Cal. 

Sir: — The matter contained in my letter of March 3d also 
applies to the table of reported volcanic eruptions submitted 
herewith. 

There can be no doubt that many eruptions are reported 
which might be contradicted if examination were possible. For 
example, the reports of the eruption and change in the summit 
of Mount Tacoma from November 21 to December 25, 1894, 
filled many columns of the press dispatches, and possibly were 
intended for that purpose. December 25th was the most perfect 
day for observation, and, with my 6% -inch refractor, the crater- 
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peak and its surroundings were carefully examined, and no 
change could be seen. No eruption was noted, other than the 
usual emission of steam, which varies with the barometer. How- 
ever, reports came in later from a press party, which claimed to 
have reached the slope of the mountain, and witnessed an erup- 
tion of smoke. The party was about five miles from the sum- 
mit, and my telescope, with low power, brought the summit 
within half a mile. Although this was the clearest and most 
definite report of eruption, yet it is so flatly contradicted by 
the continuous telescopic observations and the later examinations 
of climbers, that it is omitted from the table. 

Very truly, 

Fred. G. Plummer. 
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